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The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers is
dedicated to emergency preparedness and
rapid reaction to major emerge 3
throughout the United States. In this regard,
the Corps stands ready to respond when an
emergency exceeds the capacity of local
resources and capabilities.

This brochure is a general outline of
programs and services. More complete
information can be obtained by writing
directly to the appropriate district office.

# . K. BRATTON,

Lieutenant General, USA
Commanding




Overview

Corps Activities

Natural disaster emergencies are an
unavoidable aspect of life. Therefore, in order
to effectively cope with these unpredictable
disastrous events, an emergency
organization must be developed to insure
preparedness and the capability to respond
efficiently and effectively during a disaster.
This is primarily a state and local
responsibility. However, in instances when the
nature of the disaster exceeds the
capabilities of state and local interests,
Faderal help is available.

The U. S. Army Corps of Engmeers can
provide the needed additional assistance in’
the event of a life-threatening flood or coastal
storm disaster. In addition, the Corps is
capable of Brovi dmg an emergency supply of
drinking water to areas which are stricken by
drought or have a contamlnated water. -~
supply The Corps is divided into eleven (11)
divisions which are subdivided into a total of
thirty-six (36) districts nationwi de The
decentralized nature of the Corps insures
quick response and assi stance jte} any area in
the event of a disaster.

& Inspections of Federaland non Federal
flood control works.

¢ Assist state and local officials in flood
emergency preparedness Sem’nafs ;

s Assist state and local authorities in-
performing emergency work to protect life
and property prior to pred icted floodi ing.

® Supply flood fight materials in the event
that state and local supplies bacome
exhausted during flood emergencies.

® Furnish technical advice and assistance to
state and local officials during an emergency.

e Hiring of equipment and operators for flood

fight operations.

& Removal of log or debris jams that are
blocking stream flow.

& Augment state and local efforts in fghtmg
floods caused by ice jams.

a Repair and rehabili tation of flood control
works damaged or threatened by flood.

& Provide emergency drinking water to areas
with either contaminated drinking water or
suffering drought.

o
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Disaster
Preparedness

Types of Assistance
Provided by the Corps

How to Obtain Help

State and local governments are responsible
for flood emergency preparedness, including
training and stockpiling of flood fight
supplies. The role of the U. 8, Army Corps of
Engineers is to supplement the maximum
efforts of the state during a flood emergency.

The U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers
participates in disaster preparedness through
planning, training, stockpiling flood fight
supplies, maintaining an organization
capable of responding quickly to all
disasters, and by inspection of completed
flood control projects.

® When requested by state and local
officials, the Corps will participate in flood
emergency Seminars or exercises.

Flood fight supplies including sandbags,
pumps and other materials are located
throughout each district and are available
to complement state and local authorities
during a flood emergency.

Inspection of flood control works
constructad or repaired by the Corps of
Engineers and advise local officials of
maintenance required.

When requested, the Corps will inspect
non-Federal flood control works.,

Contact your local public officials. They will
then contact the Corps of Enginears.



Advance
leasures
Prior to
Predicted
Flooding

Criteria for Corps of
Engineers Assistance

Type of Assisiance
Provided by the Corps

How to Obtain Help

Advance measures consist of thase activities
performed prior to flooding or flood fight to
protect against loss of life and damage to
improved property from flooding. There must
be an immediate threat of flooding present
before advance measures can be
considered. The threat must be of a nature
that if action is not taken immediately,
damages will be incurred.

e There must be a reliable prediction of
flooding based on existing conditions.

e Requested work must be technically
feasible and economically justified.

® There must be sufficient time before the
flood to complete the work.

e Maximum efforts by local interests and
state resources must be expended before
Corps assistance can be provided.

# Strengthening of Federal and non-Federal
flood control works.

e Construction of temporarylevees to protect
life and improved property {removal of
these structures is a local responsibility).

e Channel clearance.and dredging of
Federal projects to restore original design
capacity.

e Relieve threat of flooding from possibie
dam failures by dgwatering the
impoundment, co#trolled breaching or
strengthening of the structure.

Contact your local political representatives so
they can inform the state governor's office.
The governor's office will in turn request the
Corps to provide the necessary assistance.
Requests for assistance must be made by
the governor of the state. For Indian tribal
lands, the Bureau of indian Affairs will
normally request assistance.

Emergency
Operations

Criteria for Corps of
Engineers Assistance

Type of Assistance
Provided by the Corps

How to Obtain Help

In time of flood or coastal storm, emergency
operations will be undertaken by the Corps of
Engineers to supplement local efforts in the
following general categories: disaster
assistance, disaster fighting, and disaster
recovery or rehabilitation. Emergency
measures are of a temporary nature designed
to meet the imminent threat of flood and to
preserve existing protective works. In
addition, no authority exists under PL 84-99 to
reimburse locals for costs of their own
emergency activities.

e Corps policy requires local interests to
furnish the following items of cooperation
and assurances prior to the undertaking of
any work: (a) provide without cost to the
United States all land, easements, and
rights-of-way necessary; (b) hold and save
the United States free from damages due
to the authorized work, exclusive of
damages due to negligence of the United
States or its contractor; and {c) operate
and maintain the emergency work, if
feasible or remove temporary work
constructed by the Corps.

e Assisting in rescue operations.
& Furnishing technical advice and assistance.

e Furnishing flood fighting materials, such as
sandbags, polyethylene sheeting, lumber,
pumps, or rock to stabilize eroding levees.
Issuance of supplies and equipment to
non-Federal interests is authorized only in
actual emergencies. Government supplies
are furnished only if local resources are
exhausted or will be exhausted. Consumed
supplies will be replaced in kind or paid for
by local interests. All unused stock shall be
returned.

e Removal of log, ice, or other debris jams
that are blocking stream flow and causing
or likely to cause flooding to improved
property or to endanger life.

Contact your local officials. They will contact
the proper person at the state level and if
required the state will contact the Corps of
Engineers.
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ﬁ@@@ﬁr of The Corps of Engineers is authorized to any work: {a) provide without cost 1o the

q  invesligate and perform emergency repairs U. 8. all lands, sasements, and
Fsﬁﬁfﬂ Control to all flood control works, and Federaily rights-of-way necessary; (b} hold and save
Projects authorized and constructed hurricane and the U. &. free from damages due to the
Damaged by shore protection projects, when these work, exclusive of damages due 1o
Floods projects are damaged by flood or unusual negligence of the U. 5. or its contractor;
coastal storm. and {c) maintain and operate, in a manner

satisfactory 1o the Chief of Engineers, the
entire project after completion.

Criteria for Corps of e Hepair will be undertaken for unusual flood .
Engineers Assistance evants where significant damages have How to Obtain Help Contact your nearest Corps of Engineers
occcurred. The repair will be designed to i office directly. A list of Corps District and

provide the same degree of protection Division offices is included in this pamphlet.
provided by the original structure. Minor ‘

damages are the responsibility of local

operation and maintenance.

e No funds will be expended for
rehabilitation if non-Federal interests are
delinguent in mesting thelr maintenance
commitments. This policy does not
preclude furnishing flood fight assistance
in an emergency.

& Structures built for channel alignment,
navigation, recreation, fish and wildlife,
land reclamation, drainage, or to protect
against land erosion which are not
designed and constructed ic have
appreciable and dependable efforts in
preventing inundation by irregular and
unusual rises in water level, are not
classed as flood control works, and are
ineligible for PL 84-99 rehabilitation.

e Any flood control works previcusly
constructed, modified, or repaired with
financial assistance from U. 3. Department
of Agriculture will not be repaired by the
Carps of Engineers.

& No authority exists under PL 84-98 to
reimburse locals for costs of their own
emergency repairs

& Local interests must submit a request for
rehabilitation for damaged works within 30
days of the flood or storm event.

e Corps policy requires local interests to ;)

A . R . R i
furnish following items in cooperation
and assurances prior to the undertaking of
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Contaminated
Water
Assistance

Criteria for Corps of
Engineers Assistance

Type of Assisiance
Provided by Corps

How to Obtain Help

The Corps of Engineers is authorized to
provide clean drinking water o communities
with contaminated water supplies which are
causing or likely to cause a substantial threat
to the public health and welfare of the
inhabitants. Contamination may have resuited
from deliberate, accidental or natural events
including flooding.

® A responsible Corps official must
determine that the locality is confronted
with a contaminated source of drinking
water.

e State and local governments must make
full use of thelr own resources, including
Naticnal Guard capabilities before the
Corps can provide assistance.

@ Corps assistance is normally limited to 30
days. Under unusual circumstances,
however, assistance may be extended.

e Provide water tank trucks to haul water
from a safe source 1o point established for
local distribution.

e Procurement and distribution of bottled
water.

e Laying of temporary above ground water
lines from a safe source to point
established for local distribution.

e Installation of temporary filtration.
Provide mobile military purification units.

@

Contact your local political representatives so
they can inform the state governor’s office.
The governor’s office will in turn request the
Corps to provide the necessary assistance.
Reguest for assistance must be made by the
governor of the state. For Indian tribal fands,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs will normally
request assistance.

Drought
Assistance

Criteria for Corps of
Engineers Assistance

Type of Assistance
Provided by Corps

How to Obtain Help

The Corps of Engineers has the authority to
construct wells and to transport water to
farmers, ranchers, and political subdivisions
within areas determined to be drought
distressed. Assistance may be provided
when the Secretary of the Army determines
that a subsstantial threat to the health and
welfare of the inhabitants of the area
including threat of damage or loss of property
exists.

® Corps assistance will only be considered
when non-Federal interests have
exhausted reascnable means for securing
necessary water suplies (other than the
lack of financial resources) including
assistance from other Federal agencies.

e Federally owned equipment must be
utilized to the maximum extent possible.

& Costs of well construction must be repaid
by the applicant.

& Transportation of water is provided by the
Corps; however, cost of purchasing the
water is a local responsibility.

e Local assurance of cooperation as
delineated previously in the pamphlet,
must be provided prior to the start of any
Corps work.

e Transportation of water by vehicles, small
diameter pipelines or other means for
human and livestock consumption.

e Construction of wells (cost reimbursable).

A written request directly to the district or
division commander with Civil Works
responsibility for the affected area.
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