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M AKING A D IFFERENCE . .. 

IN I he Corps of EnglncC1'S. was 10 

pmvKk: .suppon lO n:tvJ. 

)(:uinn. Where,, exists. WATER RESOURCES 
w:ttCfll":'' lhponallon 1..; 

I he che:l f>CM mode of sh1p-

P UTTING 
TilE COLUMI:HA 

TO 'WoRK 

mlJ->~>11.u)l in thl:. n:,tlo1L Flood.o; 

hk"' lhl! hist<)l'j(' l~lfl 

Cllhunhi~e Hi\iCt OO(X.I ::ln." 

t<t<.by ne:el'ly llllt)(l:...'">ihlc lx"Cluo:c 

nf ~~ ;-.)'M!ml uf jO flocxl OO!Uft"'l 

::,Jn~c the: Cul'-'mbi.;l Rin:r m 

tbe J'acific ~orthw~~~ wa~ 

dLo;cr on.~J't'd nearly ZOO rc<'r~ 

a~o. more th.ln 2io0 :->l,i!);. h;tv~ 

ntel dl'Oa:>ter ;.ll its muu~h. '' hkh 

l" nkkn.uned, ·•Gm\'e)·:ud oft~ 

Padhc." Today.lhe mouth col the 

Columhra i.....: ono:- <•f1he lm'lit:~t 

cntunco.:~ on lhe \'Cc"~ co;~:-' 
Mvn.• dMn !,000 ~I up:. r·w.<i~ tJ,,.. 
I'.•r e;~eh yc-.:~r, and na,· i~pl~('tl jo; 

pn .. ,.ihk "s far inl,n'I;(I ,J" 

Lc.:wl:;t<>n, ki.•!K). ttl"i rh·.,.r mil;:,-: 

J\qy- due, in larl!c p~rt tu 

w;•l._., l'l:~ourtt proj..-•n-~ de-n:l 

OJX'd .•no.lm;•int.•i•l1;:d h~ tht:< l' s. 

\m1y CO<rp:- vt rn~iltl;'o:r-. 

Co!p"i n 1vig;•ti<.111 lnd<'> in tl1b 

<111.'-,1 h IH.' ;lti<)WI:d \\',lh~r!.x'.>Jll~ 

C(IR1fi~:C:r<'t' 111 ~n"' ln.>•n /j thou 

-...md metrk tn-t'l :> in 19,30 tu u•ort> 

tJMn 10 m illi<>ll ... hippt!d C(l<.b ) 

Otltfo'r :ul!,l n:...\ ig~lion projl;'((:. 

indud(" lmiltlin~ :lnd m;unl:liuing 

,;u;"«t:.d ,-:n tt.~t:- . tn(llt.u-bo~~ m 

On;:~on, W':t.,hillRU)fl, .11ld .r\lot_-.k:l. 

cbm:- th~IIIIW (~up:. Clj')Ct'.ll~~ (Kl 

lht' fn ~~ :l!"l l l., lfihul:.lfk';!<.. 

UO.:,s;!1nl):ll !kxxl d~ull:l)tc:. fii'CH:nt· 

t•d h) Cutp:. J"'l'fi!Cl.l:. rlCt\\ IOC;.l l 

II!OI't: !I"Can Sy. I !OiJlitlll- fOUl 

hllle'i lhc p!Ojo.."-1.<i' Ofi~10:ll COSL 

~ut only do CoJ()l> d.ult<i pro

vade flood control. bu1 In J 

th>ou.E=ht )'t-~:lr, dw d.-..ms work In 

1'1:~\ c1:.t"'. r•u\ kbng \\;J.Icr qor:.1n.: 

:I uti tclc.tM::. 

<:ufllulucd 

l'ill l.~llll flO\\' 

fot po\\er 

f:iCOCt:el ion 

and fish 

m•~fmloo 

me.u fo•· cnmmode1le..o; such as 

COI:II, p<:c ro·olcum, l:um 

produ ... ls. and Lht••nkaJs. 

Today 1hc Corp-: nuln· 

'"'lnl': 12.000 mile.., of 

cotnmcrdal w:ucrways. 

S.::(\'tOj.\ 41 st3tt."<: and 131 

ohh<-• n.ulon ':-. larJ:: ... -..l 

C11fcs and carryin~ one 

slxlh of Amcric:a·<i int<:f· 



d t)' cargo. Corps personnel 

opc-rntc 2:35 lock:; :dong tlu:se 

''';ttCf'\v::iys. 

1'he Corps n i...O bu ii<J~ ;md 

m~lnt~lns hartxn 4-·h:mnel:> :u 

ll·t major seaports. e:tl'h h:m

d llng more limn I\VO mmion 

•ons of t--urgo a y~ar 11l h. ~· 

crltkal task us one jvb in fi o,.t;: 

In 1h<: U.S. is dept:n<.Jent on 

Import and export 1r:1tk:. 

An<Xht•r ma;or J><H1 of Ut~ 

Corps' \'-'3tt'r resotl rct:s mi.s:!'iOO 

Is dn:;dgins both <~t ports :md 

on inla nd w:•lCJ'\\'<lf~· F.:u:h 

ye-ar the COfpS:. ~md priV<tl<:! 

dr<.·dges under <:x.mlr.-(1, mm ·e 

300 milJion n•l>k y:.wJ~ of ~end 

and soiJ - cnm.tgh 10 htery 1he 

em-ir<· d1y of W.-:;hinglv n , D C. 

to a depth of livt!- fet:e. Tin~ 

Corps then <ll'tiv¢-ly pt•l.:l lhL'I 

m :Heri:tl 1f.> pn:x .l\l<;li\'e u .~ such 

as lx..-:1d1 m,)teri :-.lun¢ •'11 - •he 

replc-nislunt:m <•( $011ld W:L.'Ihed 

aw',;ey b}' (1<..'('-<10 ~.:tu'n-r\1.'1. 

Corps tlool.i (vu1r-:)l hwoh·cs 

not only <bms ;end n::.-se•vohs 

h ht: O>l'j)$ h:e$ huih u\01'e lh:;lll 

400 of th~m), hul :tb (, urh:tn 

prOit.X.'C$ ~t•<:h ~.s lht" d.aepe-nin~:t 

and s tr.eijglne ninS (>f t:h:-.n•lcLo; 

to p:~$ fl<J<.I(Iw;elc:t.S f:t$.t er. 

ThWllgh 19tl6. dl~ $20 hilli¢ 1l 

Spc.:'n 1 v n Oo( l< I <'O.nt rot h .. we 

prt:\'el'll t:d :en escimawd $180 

l.>illioo in llood <l:lm:;a&e. n~ 10 

rm:·nlif)n 1 a he ,i3ViO!( of lb o u 

s:.Ul<I.OS vf live,'!. 

AlfhOUAh lti.Yig.3tiOO :lnd 

fl()(_'l(l coouol sre kC)' to t\~tc:r 

re:;.ourccs. many Coq>S projcct:s 
$ei'Vt'; ;tddlliOO~I I purposes. 

such ~1$: xenet".tllon <>f hrdro

t;"k.>cl l'i<"' pow~r. The Corps 

~ner-.ncs about -30 per<:cot of 

the nmion's hydropower. or 3 

1/2 5>Cf'Cc•u o r Its total dc<:uk 

~ee•'A)'· 

Toda)' tbc G'o1ps mtlin

tafn, 12J'J(J0milesf!{ 

commercial U'CII(•ru·t~l ·~. 

seJvin~ ~I stme.;: o ud 131 

qj'the nation ·.'i lttrgesl 

c.-1/h>s and a l t"'')'i ng mw 

si.Wb (!/A m(•lica :\· 

imer-cil:y cm~u. 

I 


