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MAKING A DIFFERENCE. ..

IN

RECREATION &

PARK MANAGEMENT
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LAKE LANIER:

AMERICA’'S FRESH WATER
(OCEAN

Fresm the air, Lake Sidney

Lanler is gigantic. [k

pcuches five counties in
Crzangla and cowvers 38 000 acroes,
Anazingly, prior oo L2950, it didn't
exist avall

Afver World War [0, the rivers

that went through western and
northern Georgia could no longer
accommadans a growing popula-
tion's water needs. The LS,
Army Corps of Engineers was
directed o design and build 2
sefics o dams and bakes along
the Chataboochee River which
begins in northern Georpia anc
cmptics into the Gult of Mexico
Bufiord Dam and Lake Lanier
weould be located the Farthest
upstraam in the headwaters
whiere the river is born In 1950,
the Corps bepan to clear 35000

acres ol and for the fake’s S40-

mile shorelime
Although con-
SITLECTIE o
Buford Dam and Lake
Lanber wis completed ine 1956, i
tenk 1o vears for the lake to il
upr with weater

losday, Lake Lanier 15 not only
the primary power and water
source for metrepolian Atknta,
b also America’s mos |'lll-:‘::l|'.:.r
muan-made lake:  Every year meoge
than 18 million visitors visit the
labe's 42 public park areas, 18
beaches. 10 marninas and 10
Cimperouancs. Uversecing the
operation of thiese Facilities are 40
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Fese professionals
include managers,
ek mngers, clerks,
lancscape architects,
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technickins, foresiers.
biologists, real cstate
5 secitlists and mainte-

nance persenne

make approXin:l Iy 414
million visits #ach vear
The 59 hillion apent by
vimilors al Corps prmects
has generated more than
Gl U Tuabl [rart-re
jerles resiabtingg i 511 il
licary of income in the
Unitiee] SEafes.
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public, In fact, B0 percent are
within 50 miles of & major met-
rapelitan area, and 94 percent
are within a teo-hour drive
Dipam Average summer week-
end, many Corps propects gron
in population to the size of
small cities, complete with
many of the difficultics associ-
aterd wiith an urban area
Muanagement of these rpid
influxes and outflows of peo-
ple with o minimuom impact on
the environment and neighlsors
is an integral part of the Corps”
recregtion and management
IMESSECN e,

Owver the yvears, the Corps
has developed o flexible man
agement approach
o recrealiom wse ai
Corps-administered
projects,. More than
40 percent of the
Cx 3rr_|::' sepanile
recresilion areas e
managed by entities
ortsiche e Caaps,
This indlude= ot her
Fecleral apencies,
glte anel focal [114.5
STTImieTls, |_;|L:|.~i:i-
]ﬂ,lh'lil_' CTEGTLE AL
ancl the [Priviile e
tor, The Corps
|,|l'rve_-'|:_'l|:,' Openles ancl
matintzing more than

AN pecrestliom

areas.  Another 1800
are operated uncder
a lease or license
agreement by othier
prognim entitics

At the heart of
Recreation ano Matural
Besources Minagenwenl e
park mngers. Typical cties
include: pdministering con-
tracts for recreation area chean
ing. mowing and lee colledion
services; presenfing water sife-
1y e inferpretive progrns,
-;_'.:mn,!in.;lling wiork sclivilies
with volunteors: |'.-n:u.-'ir.|i:1_:.l; Viki
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